
International J. Soc. Sci. & Education 

2013 Vol.3 Issue 2, ISSN: 2223-4934 E and 2227-393X Print 

 

351 
 

Quality of education Early Childhood Development Class B learners in 

Zimbabwe: Case Study of Gweru Primary Schools 
 

By 
 

1
Tendai Chikutuma and 

2
Virginia Hope Mawere 

1Belvedere Technical Teachers College, Box BE 100, Belvedere, Harare, Zimbabwe 

tchikutuma@gmail.com/tendaichikutuma@rocketmail.com 
2Zimbabwe Open University, P.O.Box 1119, Mt Pleasant Harare, Zimbabwe. 

hopemawere@yahoo.com/vmawere640@gmail.com 

 

Abstract 
 
This paper presents research conducted on the quality of administration, teaching and learning of Early Childhood 

Development B learners (5-6 year olds) popularly known as Grade Zero in Zimbabwe. The work was conducted in 

the Gweru primary schools. Using the descriptive survey administration, teaching and learning of the five to six year 

olds in Gweru primary schools was examined. The data was collected using interviews and observations coupled 

with observation. Results were blended with related literature to examine the viability of the inclusion of Early 

Childhood Development B learners in primary schools. Qualitative and quantitative analysis of data were applied to 

a sample of five schools. Results from the study indicated that the Early Childhood Development B inclusion in 

primary schools was not quite viable as it failed to cater for the all-round development of learners. For instance age 

appropriate equipment were not available and appropriate activities were not being administered and thus the 

environment itself was not conducive to the age group’s needs of learning through play. 
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